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EISENHOWER WARNS 
AGAINST MILITARY, 
SCIENTIFIC ELITE 


In his farewell address to the nation 
before leaving the White House President 
Eisenhower issued a warning to future gen- 
erations that was reminiscent of George 
Washington’s reminder on a similar oc- 
casion that this country should beware 
of foreign entanglements. General Eisen- 
hower, however, was worried about the 
threat to freedom of a military and scien- 
tific elite at home. The text of General 
Eisenhower’s remarks is worth pondering, 
and we print in full that portion of his ad- 
dress dealing with this subject: 

“In the councils of Government, we 
must guard against the acquisition of un- 
warranted influence, whether sought or 
unsought, by the military-industrial com- 
plex. The potential for the disastrous rise 
of misplaced power exists and will persist. 

“We must never let the weight of this 
combination endanger our liberties or 
democratic processes. We should take 
nothing for granted. Only an alert and 
knowledgeable citizenry can compel the 
proper meshing of the huge industrial and 
military machinery of defense with our 
peaceful methods and goals, so that secu- 
rity and liberty may prosper together. 

“Akin to, and largely responsible for the 
sweeping changes in our industrial-mili- 
tary postures, has been the technological 
revolution during recent decades. 


Gain and Risk in Progress 

“Tn this revolution, research has become 
central; it also becomes more formalized, 
complex, and costly. A steadily increasing 
share is conducted for, by, or at the direc- 
tion of, the Federal Government. 

“Today, the solitary inventor tinkering 
in his shop, has been overshadowed by 
task forces of scientists in laboratories and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Ministers’ Institute To Be 
Held June 6-16 On 
Changing Society 

“The Minister, The Church and 

a Changing Society” will be the 
theme of a 10-day institute to be 
held June 6-16, 1961, at Brite Col- 


lege of the Bible, Texas Christian 
University, Ft. Worth, Texas. Min- 
isters desiring further information 


about the institute should write: Dr. 
Harold Lunger, Department of 
Christian Ethics, Brite College of 
the Bible, Texas Christian Univer- 
sity, Ft. Worth, Texas. 


ALCOHOL BILLS 
INTRODUCED IN THE 
87TH CONGRESS 


In the early days of the 87th Congress 
a number of bills dealing with alcohol were 
introduced in Congress. Following are the 
bills presented to date: 


Alcohol on Airlines: Bills to ban such 
service have been presented by Represen- 
tatives Thomas Lane (H.R. 720) and 
Walter Judd (H.R. 1174). Alcohol Ad- 
vertising: Legislation (H.R. 2297) by 
Rep. Eugene Siler would prohibit such 
advertising in interstate commerce. Medi- 
cal Advisory Committee on Alcoholism: 
Rep. George Huddleston’s bill (H.R. 977) 
would set up this Committee; and a bill 
(S. 21) by Senators Moss and Bennett 
would provide federal funds to help states 
with programs of alcohol and tobacco edu- 
cation. Copies of the above bills may be 
obtained by writing your Congressman 
(House Office Building, Washington 25, 
D.C.) 
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CHRISTIAN STUDENTS 
TAKE A STAND; 
SIT-IN DEMONSTRATIONS 


Fourteen persons have been arrested for 
sit-in demonstrations ir. Lynchburg, six of 
them now serving 30 day sentences on 
conviction of violating the state Trespass 
law. The other eight are yet to be brought 
to trial. 

Students from the following colleges in 
Lynchburg have been involved in the 
demonstrations: Randolph-Macon, 
Lynchburg College, Virginia Theological 
Seminary and College, and Sweet Briar 
College. The six who are in jail are stu- 
dents of Lynchburg College (2); Ran- 
dolph-Macon (2) and Virginia Theolog- 
ical Seminary (2). 

There have been students who are mem- 
bers of Christian Churches involved in 
sit-ins previously, most notably in Nash- 
ville, Tenn. last year. But this is the first 
instance where one of our Brotherhood 
Colleges has been involved. 


Students Censured 
The sit-in occurred December 14. Janu- 


ary 17, Lynchburg College released a 
statement expressing “official censure” of 
the two students involved in the sit-in. 
The statement further warned, “future 
action of this type involving violation of 
law or tending toward unwarranted har- 
assment of individuals or groups will re- 
sult in disassociation from the college.” The 
College statement said that the students 
“acted basically for cause of conscience 
and from a sincere desire to have a part 
in a movement which they regard as lead- 
ing toward the extension of democratic 
rights and Christian principles in the 
United States.” The statement was recom- 
mended by a joint faculty-student com- 
mittee and approved by the executive com- 
mittee of the Board of Trustees. 
Six Points About Sit-Ins 
The Lynchburg sit-in demonstrations 
(Continued on page 7) 


REVOLUTION AT OUR DOORSTEP 


President Kennedy’s gestures toward 
Latin America during his first few weeks 
in office were a timely reminder of the 
revolutionary changes pending in the 
Western Hemisphere. His conference with 
Puerto Rican Governor Luis Monoz Marin 
indicated that we plan to make that Island 
a democratic showcase for the underde- 
veloped areas. The appointment of a 
Puerto Rican as deputy assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Latin America is sym- 
bolically important but also should con- 
tribute to a more realistic policy South of 
the border. 


Our attention to the pending revolu- 
tions in Latin America would have been 
urgent even if Fidel Castro had not 
emerged as a new and anti-American force. 
With Castro in charge, however, and the 
Cuban revolution possibly exportable, a 
U.S. goodneighbor policy can no longer 
influence the politics and economics of this 
area with casual platitudes. The $500 mil- 
lion fund authorized by Congress will be 
one indication of our serious intentions if 
the money is finally appropriated. 


Dedicated Personnel Needed 

Appropriation of a half billion Ameri- 
can dollars, however, will be the easiest 
part of our response to the people’s needs 
in Latin America. Trained and dedicated 
personnel, both American and indigious, 
is required. One of the complaints heard 
about U. S.-Latin cooperation on technical 
assistance projects is that Point IV is a 
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bureaucratic operation with clean hands. 
What is needed, say Latin American ob- 
servers, is personnel that ministers not 
only to the big productive farms but to the 
small poverty stricken village plots in the 
back country. Part of the problem here is 
with the Latin American educated elite 


which has not been trained in getting its 
hands dirty in a program of education 
with the small village farmers. 


Poverty, Ignorance and Disease 


Even a short term visitor to Latin coun- 
tries, as this writer was, is impressed by 
the complexity of what President Truman 
called the “war against poverty, ignorance 
and disease.” In Haiti, independent since 
1804, the per capita income at $70 is one 
of the lowest in the world. Situated on 
one-third of the Hispanola Island which it 
shares with the Dominican Republic, this 
Negro Republic of three-and-one-half mil- 
lion people sends only one out of fifteen 
of its children to school. Literacy is con- 
sidered the key that opens the door to 
economic development in underdeveloped 
countries. An expanded literacy program 
is urgently needed by both private and 
government organizations. 


Haiti, like many Latin American coun- 
tries, has a whole complex of political, 
economic and cultural problems, anyone 
of which could choke off progress. A polit- 
ical-cultural problem is the tension be- 
tween the minority “colored” population 
and the great majority of “blacks”. The 
former group, with a French cultural back- 
ground has formed the political and eco- 
nomic elite which runs the country as a 
sort of oligarchy. Those who are dissatis- 
fied with “things as they are” claim that 
this group, with some exceptions, has 
ignored the interest of the majority of the 
population out of self-interest and fear 
that the “black” majority may some day 
control the country. 


Inherited Poverty 


In the economic sphere Haiti’s land 
problem is the inverse of Cuba’s where 


large landed estates were blamed for the 
poverty of the peasant. Land plots in 
Haiti are much too small to be economical. 
This is an inherited difficulty going back 
to the war of independence when soldiers 
were given small land grants of something 
around two-and-one-half acres. Subse- 
quently subdivided this land now provides 
a meager livelihood. 


U.S. Point IV and U.N. technical assist- 
ance are making only slow headway in 
dealing with Haiti’s problems. Church 
groups, including 14 protestant denomina- 
tions, are making a considerable effort to 
lift the level of literacy. A substantial con- 
tribution to this effort is being made by 
the Albert Schweitzer Hospital founded 
by Dr. William L. Mellon and his wife 
Gwen. In addition to health services they 
sponsor a rounded technical assistance 
program under the leadership of Chaplain 
Lloyd Shirer. Included in the program are 
such projects as better housing, pig man- 
agement, literacy and health care. Credit 
unions are encouraged by both Protestant 
and Catholic churches with some guidance 
from the government. 


New Tides of Nationalism 


Meanwhile the new tides of nationalism 
are becoming apparent among the dispos- 
sessed of Haiti, situated as it is between 
the rival ideologies of Cuba and the Do- 
minican Republic. In a very real sense 
Haiti and its problems are those of the 
majority of the people of Latin America, 
and indeed, of the 2 billion people of the 
underdeveloped areas of the world. 


The proposed $500 million Latin 
American fund is a beginning in our efforts 
to deal with the revolution at our own 
doorstep. If this is to be used successfully 
negotiated agreements with Latin coun- 
tries will have to spell out programs that 
go down to the village level where the 
needy people live. The Point IV Youth 
Corps idea might be an adjunct of this 
program with a provision that would en- 
courage Latin young people to work side 
by side with those from north of the 
border. There is still time, but not much, 
to help these people help themselves. ] 

RosBert A, FANGMEIER 
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STUDENT SIT-IN 
(Continued from page 1) 

have been typical of the demonstrations 
by students popping up all over the coun- 
try. First, both Negro and white students 
are involved; second, all involved are 
Christian students; third, it originated 
and was carried out by the students them- 
selves; fourth, it was thought “unwise and 
untimely” by liberal community leader- 
ship, both Negro and white; fifth, it chal- 
lenged segregation on moral grounds; 
sixth, it focused national and world atten- 
tion on the unacceptability of “tokenism” 
as a solution to the “race problem.” 


The unacceptability of “tokenism” as a 
solution which is one meaning of the sit- 
ins in general is illustrated in the Lynch- 
burg situation by the fact that a bi-racial 
committee of leading citizens had per- 
suaded four lunch counters in Lynchburg 
to open service to Negroes. With these 
four open, there was a general community 
feeling that ‘““Negroes should be satisfied.” 
But the thrust of the sit-ins is to challenge 
just this feeling. A token of justice will 
not be accepted by the students. One more 
place where both Negro and white stu- 
dents can eat is not the objective; the ac- 

-ceptance of Negroes as first class citizens 
in every public accommodation is the ob- 
jective. 

Sit-Ins a Moral Challenge 

The challenge of the sit-ins is based 

on moral grounds. This is illustrated in 
the Lynchburg demonstration by the stu- 
dents’ statement following their arrest. 
“We shall not deny that our beliefs and 
our action, an expression of those beliefs, 
have created a conflict of interest on legal 
grounds concerning individual rights. . . . 
We wish to question whether this open 
demonstration of prejudicial discrimina- 
tion on the basis of race is entitled to the 
full protection of what is presently the 
law’.” This is a shift of emphasis from 
previous efforts to achieve the end of seg- 
regation. Previously the most vigorous, 
successful and widely supported efforts 
were to change legally the laws that re- 
quired segregation. The moral intolera- 
bility of segregation was mentioned in 
ourt briefs but the major points were legal 
—“violation of equal protection.” 
Through the sit-ins, the moral challenge 
to existing laws is direct and primary. 


AARCH, 1961 


Students Are From Churches 

The direct part that Christian teach- 
ings, Christian Churches, and Christian 
people have had in the demonstrations can 
be seen in Lynchburg also. The jailed stu- 
dents have all been actively identified 
with home churches and denominational 
student groups; three of them are from 
ministers’ homes. They have been sup- 
ported by ministers of various denomina- 
tions. Meetings of support have been held 
in churches. As in most sit-ins, the princi- 
ples of non-violence were discussed and 
practiced in preparation sessions held in 
church buildings. 

Those interested in helping students 
who take a stand, should see page 8 of this 
Newsletter for suggestions. 


Lewis H. DEER 


CARDINAL SPELLMAN TAX 
PLEA RUNS INTO 
EDITORIAL OPPOSITION 


(The Washington Post, in the following edi- 
torial January 21, 1961, spelled out the reasons 
for opposition to tax aid to private and parochial 
schools.) 


“Cardinal Spellman has done a disserv- 
ice to the country by reinjecting a religious 
controversy into the issue of Federal aid 
to the public schools, In a speech in New 
York the other day the Cardinal criticized 
a Kennedy task force report recommend- 
ing financial assistance to all public 
schools on the ground that ‘such legislation 
would discriminate against a multitude of 
children because their parents choose to 
exercise their constitutional right to edu- 
cate them in accordance with their re- 
ligious belief.’ His Eminence is, we think, 
under a misapprehension. 

“Public schools are operated by public 
servants and supported by public funds 
because of a belief that they promote the 
general welfare. All Americans have a 
right to send their children to those 
schools. All Americans also have a right, 
if they prefer, to send their children to 
parochial or other private schools for 
specialized education in religious doctrine 
or for other special needs and interests. 
But they cannot expect public funds to 
support those parochial or private schools; 
and least of all those that give instruction 
in religious matters. 

“Cardinal Spellman needs to be told 
bluntly that under the United States Con- 


SOCIAL ACTION NEWS-LETTER 


EISENHOWER'S WARNING 
(Continued from page 1) 

testing fields. In the same fashion, the free 
university, historically the fountainhead 
of free ideas and scientific discovery, has 
experienced a revolution in the conduct 
of research. Partly because of the huge 
costs involved, a Government contract be- 
comes virtually a substitute for intellec- 
tual curiosity. For every old blackboard 
there are now hundreds of new electronic 
computers. 


“The prospect of domination of the 
Nation’s scholars by Federal employment, 
project allocations, and the power of 
money is ever present and is gravely to 
be regarded. 

“Yet, in holding scientific research and 
discovery in respect, as we should, we 
must also be alert to the equal and oppo- 
site danger that public policy could itself 
become the captive of a scientific-techno- 
logical elite. 

“It is the task of statesmanship to mold, 
to balance, and to integrate these and 
other forces, new and old, within the 
principles of our democratic system—ever 
aiming toward the supreme goals of our 
free society.” 


stitution public funds may not be used 
for any manner of religious instruction; 
moreover, wherever public funds are em- 
ployed, some measure of public control 
must follow to protect the public interest. 
The proposed Federal aid to education 
discriminates against no Americans. It 
leaves the public schools open to all with- 
out discrimination; and it protects the re- 
ligious freedom of those who wish to send 
their children to religious schools by keep- 
ing those schools altogether free from 
public regulation. 


“Happily, the United States has been 
free from the kind of bitter conflict over 
state support of church schools which has 
envenomed French politics for half a 
century. That kind of conflict is calami- 
tous for church and state alike. The found- 
ers of the American Republic sought to 
guard against it by erecting a wall of 
separation between the two. The Cardinal 
had better face it: that wall is not going 
to be breached now.” 


PAGE SEVEN 


The Committee on Christian Action and Community Service in your church may 
find suggestions and help from the following list of events, projects and resources: 


YOU CAN HELP THE SIT-INS 


“The non-violent sit-in demonstrations 
are the hallmark of a new era in the strug- 
gle for civil rights in the United States. 
Christians should not overlook the sig- 
nificance of this new movement to gain 
full civil rights immediately for Negroes. 
Because of the importance of this new de- 
velopment every Christian, every church, 
ought to consider the implications of this 
new non-violent movement.” 


The above paragraph is from the 
“Statement Regarding Sit-In Demonstra- 
tions” approved for circulation to the 
churches by the Board of Trustees of The 
United Christian Missionary Society in 
May, 1960. 


You can help your congregation to as- 
sist in the achievement of the aims of the 
sit-in demonstrations—to gain full civil 
rights now. 


Be Informed 

1. Be informed. Write to the following 
organizations and ask for materials on the 
Sit-ins: 

Congress of Racial Equality, 38 Park 
Row, New York 38, New York; Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 208 Au- 
burn Avenue N.E., Atlanta 3, Georgia; 
National Student Christian Federation 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y.; 
U. S. National Student Association, 3457 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 4, Penna.; 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com- 
mittee, 208 Auburn Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 
3, Georgia; National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 20 West 
40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


Inform Others 

2. Inform others. With the materials 
gathered from the above organizations as 
well as news-clippings, magazine articles 
and books, you could set up literature dis- 
plays, organize study groups, arrange to 
have reports for various groups in the 
church. 


Study groups for youth and adults 
might be organized around such topics as: 


“Why They Sit In”—using the first 
hand reports of students who have been 
involved. See especially, ‘Introduction to 
a Sit-in,”’ Look Magazine, January 23, 
1961, the story of Margaret Leonard, soph- 
omore at Sophie Newcomb College, New 
Orleans; and “Sit-ins, The Students Re- 
port,” publication of Congress of Racial 
Equality. 

“Non-violent Direct Action”—using 
the following materials to examine the 
meaning and effectiveness of this method: 
“Stride Toward Freedom; The Mont- 
gomery Story,” by Martin Luther King. 
Harper Brothers and Co., New York, 
1958; “The Power of Non-Violence,” by 
Richard Gregg, J. B. Lippincott Co., 
1934. 


“Legal Aspects of the Sit-ins’—using 
such materials as: “Statement Regarding 
Sit-in Demonstrations,’’ The United 
Christian Missionary Society. Available 
from the UCMS Department of Christian 
Action and Community Service. 

“The Law and Civil Disobedience” by 
Harris Wofford, Associated Professor of 
Law at the University of Notre Dame. 

Copies available at 10c from the Epis- 
copal Society for Cultural and Racial 
Unity, 50 Whitehall Street S.W., Atlanta 
3, Georgia. 

Action Projects 

3. Express your judgments and opin- 

ions on particular sit-ins to those directly 


involved. For instance, William A. Cook, 
Minister of the Winchester Avenue Chris- 
tian Church, Martinsburg, W. Va. re- 
sponded to the jailing of six student dem- 
onstrators in Lynchburg, Virginia by writ- 
ing directly to the following people: The 
President of Lynchburg College, the two 
demonstrators who are students at Lynch- 
burg College, The Mayor and the City 
Judge, the Governor of Virginia. 


4. Find ways to support the students 
in particular sit-ins, financially. As the 
sit-ins occur, the organizations mentioned 
under “Be Informed” are usually in a 
position to forward money directly to 
those in the demonstrations. 


Capital Punishment 
Abolished in 9 States, 
40 Foreign Countries 


Nine U.S. states have abolished capital 
punishment as have forty foreign coun- 
tries. The states that now prohibit the 
death penalty are: Hawaii (1957), Alaska 
(1957), Delaware (1958), Maine (1887), 
Michigan (1847), Minnesota (1911), 
North Dakota (1895), Rhode Island 
(1852) and Wisconsin (1853). Currently 
many state legislatures are considering 
similar action. A resolution by the Inter- 
national Convention urges abolition of the 
death penalty. 
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